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“This is the day the Lord 
has made. Let us rejoice 

and be glad in it.” 
 

 Psalm 118:24 

We Welcome You 
To All Of Our 

Services 
 
 

 
 

SOMETHING BEAUTIFUL 
 

We were in a boat along the west coast of Florida. Big 
thunderstorms had blown up all around our horizon. 
So my fishing buddy fired up his Coast Guard frequen-
cy on the radio to try to see the best way for us to re-
turn safely to the boat launch. What he got back on 
the radio was a muddied voice in the middle of a ton 
of background noise. Little by little he turned up the 
squelch button until the voice on the other end was 
clearly heard. 
 
There are few chapters of the Bible that match the 
beauty and transformation account of the first chap-
ter of our Bibles (Genesis 1:1-31). Unfortunately, when 
most people think about this incredibly important 
message they only hear the arguments and contro-
versies surrounding creation, evolution, and the truth 
of Scripture. So I am going to ask you to turn up the 
squelch button in your brain. Tune out all the arguments, litmus tests, and debates. Then take a 
few minutes to calmly read this important chapter through slowly. Before reading, ask the Holy 
Spirit to help you tune out the noise so that the voice of your Creator can be clearly heard. Em-
bedded in this wonderful message is God’s truth about who we are and the nature of the universe 
in which we live. Keep the squelch button turned up and drown out the noise. The Spirit can help 
you hear God’s voice telling you how precious you are and how he longs to do his new creation 
work in you. 
 
Before time and anything we know from our world, God existed. In the mysterious pre-primal of 
nothing of formlessness, emptiness, and darkness, our God was (Genesis 1:1). Before there was 
matter and energy there was nothing… just the fearful nothingness and God. God as Creator, Son 
(John 1:103), and Spirit hovering over the vast void. The Spirit waiting to create out of nothing in 
response to the Creator’s word of grace (Genesis 1:1-2). We know that something doesn’t come 
from nothing… unless you are God. We intuitively realize that before there can be a big bang, 
there must be a Big Banger, who brings into being energy, light, matter, design, and purpose. 
 
So with a word, God speaks. His word overcomes the fearful nothingness of preprimal and primor-
dial existence. Into nothingness, God speaks diversity. God calls into existence variety out of the 
inane void of nothing. God’s gift is a dazzling variety of everything. Diversity carries a fingerprint of 
God’s design. Variety is God’s favorite color. If you don’t believe it, then look at a lifetime of sun-
sets. The Creator defeated the monster of nothingness with variety and diversity filling a multitude 
of terrains, spaces, expanses, and seas. 
 
Jesus told us that only God alone is completely good (Luke 1:19). So we shouldn’t be surprised. 
Goodness is the divine thread that runs through the tapestry of unspoiled creation. God over-
comes the indistinct formlessness of pre-creation with the goodness of his creative work. Out of 
formlessness, our Creator makes beauty. 
 
As the creative Master does his work, we find an oft-repeated phrase that goes very much like 
this: God saw that it was good! Then, when his creative work needed its weekend’s rest, God saw 
all that he had made and it was very good! 
 
The ancients feared the chaos monster. This fear sounds very superstitious and crazy to us until…  
We are confronted with this monster in a severe drought, a raging fire, a rampaging thunderstorm 
with hail and lightning, a class 5 tornado, a storm sure of a hurricane, a slow rumbling vibration of 
a major earthquake, a mountain-moving explosion of a massive volcanic eruption, or an uncon-
trollable advance of a  tsunami. These events bring chaos. They re-awaken us to our fear of cha-
os. They alert us to our terror at the hideous monster that lies behind such disasters. God defeated 
this pre-creation chaos by creating order and by creating with order, symmetry, and purpose. 
 
As we meet the Bible’s God of our creation - our Creator as Father, Son, and Spirit - we are re-
minded of God’s eternal desire to connect life with relationships. So out fo the impersonal empti-
ness of pre-creation, God brings relationship to life on earth. We are made to reflect the divine 
relationship in our Creator. 
 
God did not make us to be alone. We are, after all, made in his likeness.  We are made for life with 
him and with others.                                                                                                     Continued on back 



Attendance for August 24: n/a                           
   
REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
 
 Steve Jones diagnosed with stage 2 prostate cancer * Scott Flannery recovering from 
outpatient surgery Wednesday * Ron Garner is continuing to improve * Alyson 
Mickey, still having some issues from a recent seizure  *  Faye Dockins as she under-
goes radiation treatments, and continues to deal with macular degeneration *  Cathy 
Provance still waiting on a date for hip replacement surgery * Ralph Mullins (Amy’s 
brother-in-law) currently hospitalized in Hot Springs with potential heart blockage * Mike 
Meese (Jackie McKuin’s brother-in-law) battling myeloma and will have a biopsy Monday 
 
Continue praying for these members of our church family:   Cody Boyt * Jerry 
Burleson * David Burleson * David Carson *  Pat Cooper *  Karen Forkum * Pat-
sy (Hardy) Gregg  * Helen McGowan * Jeff McGowan  * Donna McKuin * Gloria 
Moore * Bettie Thurston *  Woody Wood 
 
Those dealing with cancer/other illness (non congregational) :   
 
 Melinda Akers * Chastity Beaird * Cathy Bennett  * Rodney Britt * Jeanie Buck 
*Scott Burleson * Roxanne Carson * Sherry Chambers  * Tammy Clark * Billy 
Cobb *  Randy Cravens  * Barbara Denson * Bill Fitzpatrick  * Misty (Owens) 
Franklin * Audrey Galloway * Emily Garner * Patricia Greninger *  Stan Good-
man * Renee Goodman *  Christy Heskett * Nolan Hollowell * LeAnn Jacques * 
Tommy Jacques * Pam Jeralds  * Kristin Meadows * Jerry Mickey * Connie Lem-
mons * Ponna Mahan  * Betty Nicholson  * Keagan Owens  *  Nikki Reif  * Joe 
Richardson * Bobby Thornton * Mindy Tomah  * Alan Woodward 
 
Our Shut Ins 
 
 Pat Cooper * David Terrill *  Bettie Thurston    
 
Looking Ahead: 

 
September 4: Ladies Retreat planning meeting at 6:30 in the fellowship room. If you 
can help clean up books for our retreat craft, plan to be at the building by 6. 

*** 
September 9: Ladies Lunch Out at 11:30 at Main Street Café in Bernie. A sign up 
sheet is on the table in the foyer if you like to attend. 

*** 
September 13: Ladies Day at the Arnold congregation beginning at 10 a.m. The theme 
is “Good Works Café” with guest speaker Kathryn Baker. More information is posted 
on the bulletin board by the nursery. 

*** 
September 14: Nathan Ferguson will be here to talk about the mission work in Chimala 

*** 
September 18-20: St. Louis area wide lectureships at the Arnold church of Christ. The 
theme is “Real Relationships: How the Gospel Changes the Way we Interact with Peo-
ple.” There is more information posted on the bulletin board by the nursery, and some 
brochures on the table in the foyer. 

*** 
September 27: Children’s Homes 70th anniversary homecoming and open house. 
More information is posted on the bulletin board by the nursery. 

*** 
October 10 & 11: Ladies Retreat at BYC hosted by the Bernie congregation! We will 
have a wonderful weekend filled with women of great faith, have great food, and great 
fellowship. We also have beautiful t shirts for pre-purchase whether you are able to 
make the retreat or not. Picture and order forms are on the table in the foyer. 

 CHILDREN’S HOMES NEEDS 
 
 

TO BE ANNOUNCED 

BIRTHDAYS/ANNIVERSARIES 
 
August 31    - Wayne & Marietta Reams (A) 
September 1 - Ron & Julie Garner (A) 
September 2 - Jim & Lorene Ward (A) 
September 7 - Laken Waters 
 
 

WILLING	TO	SERVE 
 
August	31,	2025 

 
Morning	Worship: 
 
Song Leader…….…………………….….…..Chase Burch 
Opening Prayer………...….......….....……Jason Karnes 
Scripture…………….……………….…..Darrin Shipman 
Prayer……………….......…..….......…..…..…Zack Tanner 
Closing Prayer………..…….…...….…..……Justin Allen 
 
Evening	Worship: 
 
Song Leader…………….…………..……...David Carson 
Prayer……………………….……..………David Burleson 
Scripture…………..…………...……...............Sam Garner 
Dismissal…………………..........………………Matt Ward 
 
Wednesday,	September	3,		2025 
 
Song Leader….…….….……...…….……...Jacob Clayton 
Prayer………...……....………...…………...Wayne Reams 
Dismissal…………..……...............................Jerry McCoy 
 
September	7,	2025 
 
Morning	Worship: 
 
Song Leader………………………...…Rodney Williams 
Opening Prayer……….….…….....………..…..Jon Neely 
Scripture…………..………………...…….......Jorden Ross 
Prayer…………………….....….………..……Jason Karnes 
Closing Prayer…….............…..………..……Jess Lecroy 
 
Evening	Worship: 
 
Song Leader……………..………….....….....Chase Burch 
Prayer………………….…………..….…………Justin Allen 
Scripture…………….…....….………….Darrin Shipman 
Dismissal…………………….……….…..David Burleson 
 
 
Continued from front: 
 
The Creator’s intentionally repeated commands to love him 
with all we are and to love our neighbors remind us of God’s 
relational imprint in us. This imprint testifies to both our need 
for others and our Creator’s desire to bring us into relation-
ship. 
 
For all who struggle with loneliness and the emptiness of not 
connecting to others, God beckons you back to him first. With-
out him, we have a God-shaped hole that no other person or 
thing can fill. Anything or anyone else is merely weak imita-
tion, a counterfeit become addiction that can never fill that 
hole in our soul. By drawing close to our God, we find our-
selves in the company of others. We find life together. We 
were made for relationship, so God defeated the impersonal 
emptiness to bring relationship to life. 
 
Yet all of this variety, order, beauty, and relationship can be-
come predictable. God’s gracious gifts can devolve into mean-
ingless monotony. This boring sameness squeezes out life as 
we lose any sense of purpose to our Creator’s gifts. We were 
created with purpose and for a mission. Over time that mis-
sion changes. It shifts as the Creator keeps calling us to go on 
the mission for his fresh creative purposes. While God’s mis-
sion for us ma y morph over time, underneath these changes 
is an undergirding truth. We are made for something. That 
something is determined by the very God who made us. We 
are made to do the work of God. Jesus said it this way: My	food	
is	to	do	the	will	of	him	who	sent	me	and	finish	his	work	 (John 
4:34). 
 
Our Creator chose to create our world, our universe, with 
variety, beauty, order, relationship, and purpose. These give 
life meaning. These fill life with joy. These call us to recognize 
that  life is a gift among many gifts graced to us by our loving 
Creator. Our joy is found in celebrating and valuing these gifts, 
then recognizing the one from whom they come.  
 
When our world seems too broken, or we seem too lost from 
its gifts, God has given us fresh hope through the promise of 
having his creative work dawn fresh and new in our own 
lives. In Jesus, the Creator re-creates. Our God re-defeats all the 
monsters of primordial nothingness and makes things right in 
us, and through us for the world. 
 
Yes, in the beginning, God… And in every new beginning 
for us, is God! 

Phil Ware, www.heartlight.com 

BIBLE TRIVIA: 
 
What was Nebuchadnezzar’s other name? * “The Lord hath made all things for himself; 
yea, even the wicked for …” * Hannah was the mother of Samuel. What was the name 
of Hannah’s husband? * To whom did God tell to go and marry a prostitute? 

Answers: Belshazzar (Daniel 5:2) * The day of evil (Proverbs 16:4) * Elkanah (1 Samuel 1:18) 
Hosea (Hosea 1?2) 


