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“This is the day the Lord 
has made. Let us rejoice 

and be glad in it.” 
 

 Psalm 118:24 

We Welcome You 
To All Of Our 

Services 
 
 

 WHAT’S THE GOAL HERE? 
 

Many years ago, my dad bought a small camper trailer and we set out from Texas to go to Michi-
gan on a family vacation - three boys, two of them teenagers, my mom and my dad whose 
health was in serious decline. He wanted us to have a family bonding experience and see sights 
off the Interstate. 
 
We were in a camper that would have been great for a newlywed 
couple, but was seriously undersized for a small family - and way 
too crowded for three boys! Plus, dad snored loudly and vibrated 
our little tin can hooked to the trailer hitch behind our “wide-track” 
Pontiac Bonneville. Mom couldn’t sleep because of the noise, my 
bed was too short for me, and my brothers tried to sleep in the 
same bed. The only up side to all of this was that most everybody 
could sleep during the day during our long trips on backwoods 
“scenic” roads. Don’t even get me started about the forever ad-
venture in the mountains following the Trail of Tears or losing one side mirror in rush hour traffic in 
Indianapolis or the other one on a small bridge outside of Memphis. 
 
One night after over 480 miles on the road, we set up the trailer, had supper, and about the time 
we were finally asleep, we were awakened with the trailer shaking violently in the whipping winds. 
Jagged bolts of lightning and the crackle of thunder with blinding streaks of light transformed our 
discomfort into terror. When the hail started, one of my brothers shot up in bed and “crowned” 
himself on the roof of the camper above his top bunk, setting off waves of laughter and streams of tears. 
 
By the time we arrived at our Michigan destination, we were never so glad to sleep in a motel with 
two adjoining rooms and a bed for each one of us. We hated the camper trailer and had long 
ago lost sight of why we went on this family vacation in the first place. Whatever the opposite of 
bonding might be, we arrived there pulling our camper behind us. 
 
Life in many of our churches is eerily similar to our camper trip to Michigan. We fuss and fight 
among ourselves, end up on detours and winding roads, and all too frequently forget why we are 
on the journey in the first place. We lose sight of our goal and frequently just try to survive by keep-
ing everybody happy. So let me remind you of Jesus’ last words:  

Many of us have simply forgotten the three-fold call to “make disciples,” even though they were 
empowered by His authority as the Son of God and fueled by the knowledge these were the 
Lord’s last words on earth. So here is a three-point reminder of the Jesus call to us: 
 
· Cross cultures to reach all peoples and nations 
· Baptize everyone in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
· Train my followers, old and new, to obey what I have taught 
 
Others of us pay lip service to this call, but get caught up in “churchland” with all of its stuff and fuss, 
finding so many of Jesus’ harsh words directed at the religious of His day applicable to ourselves. Others 
of us have tried to personalize Jesus’ “Great Commission” into a mission or vision statement for our own 
churches or for our own personal lives. This usually occurs with complaints - “Isn’t the Bible enough, why 
do we need something else?” or “Don’t forget about keeping our folks happy, too!” Clearly, Scripture 
and the will of God must be our defining call with Jesus as our Lord. Certainly we must care for Jesus’ 
sheep, binding up the hurting and caring for the wounded. However, as we look at Christianity’s shrink-
ing influence in our culture and the little difference in morality lived by those claiming to be Christians 
and those who are not, we have to admit the harsh reality. We have too frequently forgotten why we 
are on the journey. 
 
So when I came across Paul’s words to the new believers in the small town of Colossae and heard 
in them the echo of Jesus’ last words, I was  stopped in my tracks: 
 

To them [the Lord’s people] God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glori-
ous riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. We proclaim him, ad-
monishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone fully 
mature in Christ. To this end I strenuously contend with all the energy Christ so powerfully 
works in me (Colossians 1:27-29).                                                                    Continued on back 

All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to 
the very end of the age (Matthew 28:18-20). 



Attendance for July 27: 97                                        

   
 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER 
 
Sue Flowers is not doing well and experiencing a lot of pain. She is being kept comfort-
able * Steve Jones recovering from Thursday’s kidney surgery * Roxanne Carson is 
improving and was scheduled to be moved Thursday from ICU at Mercy in St. Louis * 
Faye Dockins will begin radiation treatments soon. She continues to deal with macular 
degeneration as well  * June Mothersbaugh has been having trouble with an infection 
in her toe, making it difficult to walk * Pat Cooper hasn’t been feeling well lately *  
Cody Boyt will see her heart doctor Friday * Bettie Thurston is at Winchester on hos-
pice care and is some better * Cathy Provance has his replacement surgery scheduled for 
mid August *  
 
Continue praying for these members of our church family:   Cody Boyt * Jerry 
Burleson * David Burleson * David Carson *  Pat Cooper *   Sue Flowers *  Karen 
Forkum * Patsy (Hardy) Gregg  * Helen McGowan * Jeff McGowan  * Donna 
McKuin * Gloria Moore * Bettie Thurston *  Woody Wood 
 
Those dealing with cancer/other illness (non congregational) :   
 
 Melinda Akers * Chastity Beaird * Cathy Bennett  * Rodney Britt * Jeanie Buck 
*Scott Burleson * Roxanne Carson * Sherry Chambers  * Tammy Clark * Randy 
Cravens  * Barbara Denson * Bill Fitzpatrick    * Misty (Owens) Frankling * 
Audrey Galloway * Emily Garner * Patricia Greninger *  Stan Goodman * Renee 
Goodman *  Christy Heskett * Nolan Hollowell * LeAnn Jacques * Tommy Jacques 
* Pam Jeralds * Holly Johnson * Kristin Meadows * Jerry Mickey * Connie Lem-
mons * Ponna Mahan  * Betty Nicholson  * Keagan Owens  *  Nikki Reif  * Joe 
Richardson * Bobby Thornton * Mindy Tomah  * Alan Woodward 
 
Our Shut Ins 
 
 Pat Cooper * Sue Flowers *  Bettie Thurston *   
 
Looking Ahead: 

TODAY: First Sunday potluck and early evening service. We will have a potluck meal 
following morning service and an early, 1 p.m. evening service. Everyone is encouraged 
to stay for both the potluck and afternoon service. 

*** 
August 4: Summer Youth Series at Shady Acres at 7 p.m. 

*** 
August 6: Summer Series Speaker this week will be Steve Cloer, professor at Harding 
School of Theology. 

*** 
August 7: Ladies Retreat planning meeting in the fellowship room at 6:30 p.m. 

*** 
August 11: Summer Youth Series at Dexter at 7 p.m. 

*** 
August 12: Ladies Lunch Out at 11:30 at the Airways Café in Dexter. 

*** 
August 18: Children’s Homes grocery run. Let’s get the cart filled up. 

*** 
September 14: Nathan Feguson will be here to talk about the mission work in Chimala 

*** 
September 27: Children’s Homes 70th anniversary homecoming and open house. More 
information is posted on the bulletin board by the nursery. 

 CHILDREN’S HOMES NEEDS 
 

Instant Rice * Muffin Mixes * Pretzels * 
Pasta (Bow Tie, Penne, Rotini) * Paper 

Towels * Ibuprofen/Acetaminophen 
 

Pick Up Date August 18 

BIRTHDAYS/ANNIVERSARIES 
August 4 - Ronnie & Gloria Moore (A) 
August 5 - Rodney & Lisa Britt (A) 
                  Jon & Leslie Neely (A) 
August 6 - Isaiah Collier 
                  Reed & Kathy Burleson (A) 
August 8 - Paul Gresham 
                  Jess LeCroy 
                  Sam & Nicole Garner (A) 
August 9 - Anna Williams 

WILLING	TO	SERVE 
 
August	3,	2025 

 
Morning	Worship: 
 
Song Leader…….………………..………..Chase Burch 
Opening Prayer………...….......….……Jason Karnes 
Scripture…………….……………...….....…Ryan Carter 
Prayer……………….......…..…....…..…..…Zack Tanner 
Closing Prayer………..…..…...….…..……Justin Allen 
 
Evening	Worship: 
 
Song Leader……………….…….…Rodney Williams 
Prayer…………………….……..………David Burleson 
Scripture…………..………...……...............Sam Garner 
Dismissal………………….......………………Matt Ward 
 
Wednesday,	August	6,		2025 
 
Song Leader….……….………….……...Jacob Clayton 
Prayer………...…….………...……...Rodney Williams 
Dismissal…………..……....................Darrin Shipman 
 
August	10,	2025 
 
Morning	Worship: 
 
Song Leader…………………...…...Rodney Williams 
Opening Prayer……….….……..………..…..Jon Neely 
Scripture…………..…………………….......Jorden Ross 
Prayer…………………….....….……..……Jason Karnes 
Closing Prayer…….............…..……...……Jess Lecroy 
 
Evening	Worship: 
 
Song Leader……………..…..……..........David Carson 
Prayer………………….………..….…………Justin Allen 
Scripture…………….…...….….……..……..Ron Garner 
Dismissal…………………….……..…..David Burleson 
 
Continued	from	front: 
 
Compare Paul’s word in Colossians 1:27-29 to 
Jesus’ words in Matthew 28:18-20. And please 
note that the words “nations” in Jesus’ state-
ment and “Gentiles” in Paul’s statement are 
the same word. If you look carefully, Paul’s 
words are a personalization of Jesus’ Great 
Commission. They are his personal mission 
statement: his vision of what he must do to 
fulϐill Jesus’ call in his life. 
 
What about you? How would you verbalize 
your life’s mission? More than worrying about 
what your church should be doing, what 
should you be doing? How are you going to 
live out the life of Jesus in the sphere of inϐlu-
ence the Lord has placed you? 
 
Now to keep this from being merely a rhetori-
cal question, I want to challenge you to prayer-
fully take some time and write out your own 
statement and go live it. I want you to write it 
down, put it in your wallet or in your purse or 
on your mirror, and go live it. 
 
We’ve spent enough time with cabin fever go-
ing nowhere while getting on each other’s 
nerves. Let’s remember Jesus’ last words were 
a call to make our lives matter ...to a world that 
needs Him and needs us to bring His message 
to them. 

Phil Ware, www.heartlight.com 
*** 

“August, the month of golden sunlight, 
lingering vacations, and the promise of 
whatÕs to come for the new season.” 
 

In Sympathy: 
Sympathy is extended to 
Amy (Townsend) Vincent 
in the passing of her hus-
band, Joe Vincent. Joe’s ser-
vices were held Friday in 
Bernie. 

IT’S A GIRL! 
Congratulations to Zach and Beckie Tan-
ner on the arrival of their first grandchild, 
Lennon Maye Lawrence, daughter of Kayli 
and Kason Lawrence. Ask to see pictures! 


