
TRUE LIGHT 
Thy word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.  ~ Psalm 119:105 
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“This is the day the Lord 
has made. Let us rejoice 

and be glad in it.” 
 

 Psalm 118:24 

 
 
 

We Welcome You 
To All Of Our 

Services 

THE OTHER HARRY TRUMAN 
 

Those of us who have taken almost any class about the history of the United States surely rec-
ognize that one of our presidents was Harry S. Truman. We may or may not know that he be-
came president when Franklin Roosevelt died and that he upset the candidate for president 
that “conventional wisdom” thought would win the election of 1948, but we at least recognize 
his name. 
 
Recent events have caused me to remember another Harry Truman - Harry R Truman. The news 
about Hurricane Ian brought him back into my mind. It had been forty-two years since I first 
heard about this Harry Truman. I had to do a little digging to make sure that I had some of the 
facts correct about him, but I did have the name and the basic story correct after all these years. 
 
When any sort of natural disaster takes place, there seems to be a sort of a cycle or pattern in 
the news coverage of those events. One type of story that seems to be a part of that pattern 
has to do with people who either did not heed repeated warnings or delayed any evacuation 
until the disaster happened. Some of these people become part of a rescue effort. Some, un-
fortunately, lose their lives. That latter fate was true with regard to Hurricane Ian and it was true 
with regard to Harry R. Truman. 
 
In 1980, Mr. Truman owned and operated the Mount St. Helens Lodge on Spirit Lake just north of 
Mount St. Helens. To those of us who were around in 1980, the words “Mount St. Helens” are significant. 
 
We may remember that, although it was (and 
is) classified as an active volcano, not much 
had happened for quite awhile. That began to 
change in March of 1980. There were indica-
tions of increasing activity. We may also re-
member the repeated warnings that something 
significant was going to happen. There were 
“guesstimates” about exactly what would hap-
pen and what the significance would be, but 
people were warned that whatever was about 
to happen would not be a minor event. 
 
Mr. Truman heard all of those warnings (and 
probably a lot more than most of us heard). 
However, he told anybody who would listen, 
including various law enforcement agencies, 
that he was not leaving the place he loved so 
much. He became somewhat of a celebrity. He was interviewed by members of various news 
agencies. People (school children especially) wrote to him and tried to encourage him to 
change his mind. He adamantly refused to leave. According to some material I’ve read, he 
tried to convince himself that either the predictions were wrong or that any devastation would 
be on the opposite side of the mountain from where he and his lodge were located. 
 
The following information can be found on britannica.com:  On the morning of May 18, an earth-
quake with a magnitude of 5.1 on the Richter scale triggered a gigantic landslide on the mountain’s north 
face. The north slope fell away in an avalanche that was followed by  and overtaken by a lateral air blast, 
which carried a high-velocity cloud of superheated ash and stone outward some 15 miles (25 km) from the 
volcano’s summit; the blast reached temperatures of 660 F (350 C) and speeds of at least 300 miles (500 
km) per hour. The avalanche and lateral blast were followed by mudflows, pyroclastic flows, and floods that 
buried the river valleys around Mount St. Helens in deep layers of mud and debris as far as 17 miles (27 km) 
away. Meanwhile, simultaneously with the blast, a vertical eruption of gas and ash formed a column some 16 
miles (26 km) high that produced ash falls as far east as central Montana. Complete darkness occurred in 
Spokane, Washington, about 250 miles (400 km) northeast of the volcano. 
 
Mr. Truman was among the fifty-seven known casualties of the eruption on that fateful day. I’m 
sure that I’m not the only one who wondered why Mr. Truman refused to heed the warnings 
and get to a place of safety. We may also wonder why people didn’t take advantage of 
warnings concerning Hurricane Ian or any number of other predictions of life-threatening 
events. 

Continued on back 



Attendance for October 30: 90 
Contribution for October 30: $4138 

 
REMEMBER IN PRAYER  

 
 Pat Ingle has been diagnosed with Stage 4 pancreatic cancer, as well as COVID . 
She will be going to Siteman Cancer Center in St. Louis for treatment * John David 
Barnett remains in  St. Louis University Hospital * Mike Duley will be having ad-
ditional foot surgery and will have a CT scan of his foot November 15 *  Marty 
Howard is continuing to experience back pain * Bill Pruitt, recovering from cata-
ract surgery *  Jo Carolyn Flowers-Noe (Friend of Beth Williams) is not doing 
well * Don Jackson remains in Cypress Point for rehab  * Janet Wood waiting for 
knee surgery*  
 
 Continue praying for these members of our church family:  David Burleson *   
Janie Burleson *  Scott and Judy Flannery * Sue Flowers * Patsy (Hardy) Gregg * 
Marty Howard *  Don Jackson *  Sonja Mays * Curtis McClard * Darlene 
McGowan * Helen McGowan * Jeff McGowan * Kevin Mickey * Gloria Moore * 
Reba Owens  * Ida Roberts * Waynetta Rodgers * Jane Smith * Leon Smith *  
David Terrill * Bettie Thurston * Gunner Townsend * Marty Watson  *  Sharlette 
Watson * Woody Wood 
 
Those dealing with cancer (non congregational) :   
 
 Melinda Akers * Chastity Beaird * Cathy Bennett * Gina Bogle * Roxanne Carson 
* Sherry Chambers  * Randy Cravens * Chris Daley * Bill Fitzpatrick * Jo Carolyn 
Flowers-Noe   * Ronnie Goins * Patricia Greninger *  Nolan Hollowell * LeAnn 
Jacques * Tommy Jacques * Pam Jeralds * Holly Johnson Kristin Meadows * Con-
nie Lemmons * Ponna Mahan * Linda Morgan * Paula Mason * Betty Nicholson  * 
Keagan Owens  *  Nikki Reif * Tammy Telker * Bobby Thornton * Paula Walls 
 
Other health issues (non-congregational): 
 
Dixie Billingsley * DeeDee Burch * Mary Burke * Jodi Claeys * Ruth Dauck * 
Jerry Grimes  * Katie Hicks * Grant Howard  * Clyde Jacques * Lola Johnson * 
Beckie King * Eva Latham * Nikki Lawrence * Tim Lecroy * Shug Lee * Jerry 
Don McGowan   * Mary Provance * Brenda Robinson * Kevin Steed * Traci Suiter * 
Paige Tanner * Heather Whitehead *  
 
Our Shut Ins 
 
 Louella Akers * Fern Botsch * Travis Cooper * Sue Flowers * Don Jackson *  
Sonja Mays  * Reba Owens * Bettie Thurston * Marty Watson *  
 
Looking Ahead 

Today is our first Sunday potluck and early evening service. Austin Ketchum will be 
our guest speaker for both services! Make plans to stay and fellowship with us at 
the potluck. 

*** 
Gospel Meeting starting today through Wednesday at Fruitland with guest speaker 
Spencer Furby. Monday-Wednesday meeting times are at 6:30 p.m. 

*** 
Ladies Lunch Out Tuesday at 11:30 at Dexter BBQ. There is a sign up sheet on the 
table in the foyer. 

*** 
Wednesday night fellowship meal this week will be hot dogs, soups and chili. Des-
serts will be needed. 

*** 
We will be participating in the Bernie tree lighting event at the park December 3. A 
list of items needed will be posted soon. 

*** 
If you are planning a December event, please get your information to Amy ASAP. 

 CHILDREN’S HOMES NEEDS 
 

Sugar * Ravioli * Toothbrushes * Snack Size 

Ziploc Bags * Tea Bags (Decaf) * 

 Corn Chips 

Pick-up date: January 16, 2023 

BIRTHDAYS/ANNIVERSARIES   
November 6   - Jennifer Howard 
November 7   - Darrin & Lana Shipman (A) 
November 10 - James (Woody) Wood 
November 13 - Loretta Carson 
                         Karlie McKuin 
 
 
 

WILLING TO SERVE 
 

November 6, 2022 
 
Morning Worship: 
 
Song Leader…….……….…..…….….Dylan Seabaugh 
Opening Prayer…………......….……David Burleson 
Scripture………………..…..…....………….Jeff Rodgers 
Prayer……………….....………….…..…..…Zack Tanner 
Closing Prayer………………...….…..……Justin Allen 
 
Evening Worship: 
 
Song Leader…………...………...….......Jacob Clayton 
Prayer……………………..…….……...…Wayne Reams 
Scripture…………….......…..…..…..........David Carson 
Dismissal………….....…....….....…..Rodney Williams 
 
Wednesday, November 9, 2022 
 
Song Leader…………......................…....David Carson 
Prayer…………...…..…..…….…..……….….Ron Garner 
Dismissal……………….….…..…..………….Mike Duley 
 
November 13, 2022 
 
Morning Worship: 
 
Song Leader…….…………..…..............…..Joe Watson 
Opening Prayer……….…….…..….……..…..Jon Neely 
Scripture…………..…………...…...……...Jason Karnes 
Prayer…………………...….…..……..………Sam Garner 
Closing Prayer……........………...……Jerry Burleson 
 
Evening Worship: 
 
Song Leader……….…………..…….Rodney Williams 
Prayer……………….………….……...……David Carson 
Scripture……………..……..…...…………..Jeff Rodgers 
Dismissal………………………….…………Jerry McCoy 
 
Continued from front: 
 
There are any number of answers to the ques-
tions we may have. None of those answers did 
Mr. Truman any good. He was last seen a day 
or two before the events described took place. 
 
As tragic as that is, many people ignore, over-
look, or minimize repeated warnings about 
something much more important than the loss 
of life. I am, in no way, trying to minimize the 
importance of our physical lives, but the fact is 
that our souls are so much more important. 
 
Please think about the value of your soul and 
credibility of God’s Word as you read the 
words below. As you read them, you may re-
member that, when Peter was inspired to 
write them, people were doing what many to-
day are still doing - actually scoffing at any 
suggestion that the Lord would return in judg-
ment. 
 
The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as 
some count slowness, but is patient toward you, 
not wishing that any should perish, but that all 
should reach repentance. But the day of the 
Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens 
will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly 
bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the 
earth and the works that are done on it will be 
exposed. 
 
Since all of these things are thus to be dissolved, 
what sort of people ought you to be in lives of 
holiness and godliness, waiting for and hasten-
ing the coming of the day of God, because of 
which the heavens will be set on fire and dis-
solved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they 
burn!  (2 Peter 3:9-12). 
 
The decision made by Harry R. Truman led to 
unbelievably tragic consequences. Those con-
sequences pale in comparison to those await-
ing so many because of an attitude about 
things of an eternal nature. 
 

Jim Faughn, via Legacy of Faith blog post 
 
 
 

It’s Coming… 
 
We are switching up our ladies ornament exchange a bit. This year, you 
can choose to bring an ornament OR a pair of fun socks (Christmas or 
otherwise) filled with little, inexpensive treats. Ornaments and socks 
should be wrapped. 
 
The exchange will be held Tuesday, December 6, at 6 p.m. All teenage girls and ladies of 
the congregation are invited to attend. Mark your calendars now! 


