TRUE LBIGHT

Thy word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. ~ Psalm 119:105

February 7, 2021

SCHEDULE OF
SERVICES

SUNDAY
Worship:
8:45 a.m. (masked)
Sunday School 9:50 a.m.
10:30 a.m. (masks optional)

WEDNESDAY
Bible Study.....7:00PM

MINISTER
Stan Dauck
573-293-5620

ELDERS
David Burleson
573-820-0329
David Carson
573-276-5567
Stan Dauck
573-293-5594

DEACONS

Wayne Reams
Joe Watson
Rodney Williams
Tim Woods

OFFICE: 573-293-5620
Bernie Church of Christ
P.O. Box 366
Bernie, MO 63822

EMAIL:
berniechurchofchrist

(@gmail.com

WEBSITE:
www.berniechurchofchrist.com

FIND US ON FACEBOOK:
Bemie church of Christ

“This is the day the Lord
has made. Let us rejoice
and be glad in it.”

Psalms 118:24

We Welcome You
To All Of Our
Services

REACHING FOR GOD, NOT SUBSTITUTES
(Where can we go to experience God and fill the hole inside of us?)

Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent (John 17:3)

We settle for so much less than God wants for us because we will not let go of our established ways of doing
things. 'm not sure I had realized it before, but as I left a rat hole posing as a halfway house, | knew it in my
gut. [ also knew that longing for more of God was what my brother in recovery was seeking to find!

The place I had visited stunk with the acrid smell of old urine from a bathroom not kept up to standards. It
smelled of the odor of stale cigarette smoke and damp mold. It smelled of body odor. And as I sat across from
this one guy going through detox, it stunk with the awful smell of speed sweat - the sweat of a guy who had
mainlined crank for far too many years and was literally sweating the “speed” out of his system.

“You know,” I said, “some folks talk about addicts as folks aching for God but took what they thought were
shortcuts to get there without having to do the religious thing. Next thing they know, they are in bondage to
Satan and can’t escape their addiction and never fulfilled their longing for God.”

“I know I've had a hunger for God all these years,” my troubled friend said, “but I have to decide to surrender
to God for him to be real to me. I don’t know how to do that. It’s just so much easier and quicker to get a fix.
Yet that's what [ know how to do. It's temporary, but the fix helps me forget about the ache in my soul.”

It’s not just those who crave some drug that hunger for God. There is a “God-shaped hole” in each of us, and
nothing can satisfy the soul-ache, the spiritual hunger, the relentlessness of our searching hearts, except the
presence of God. Nothing else, no matter how socially acceptable, can satisfy this hunger. God made us crave
a relationship with Him. He made us with a need for his presence in our lives to be complete. But, He also
gave us the freedom to accept or reject Him.

God also gave us the freedom to choose substitutes. Unfortunately, we often pick the replacements over God
and a genuine experience of God. [ am convinced that the evil foe we face is perfectly happy for us to substi-
tute some form of Christian-sounding religiosity in place of really knowing God. But life - real life, eternal life
that begins right here and now and never ends - is only found in knowing God.

[Jesus said:] Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has earned life and will
not be judged but has crossed over from death to life (John 5:24). You study the Scriptures diligently because
you think that in them you have eternal life. These are the very Scriptures that testify about me, yet you refuse
to come to me to have life (John 5:39-40). The thief comes only to steal and destroy; I have come that they may
have life, and have it to the full (John 10:10). Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and
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and dangerous. Think of it: the Creator, the Almighty

that no one can adequately describe, the Ruler of the universe, the only true God desires for us to know Him
and be known by Him. And the language used to declare this truth is boldly frank and personal, yet is God’s
choice of words to describe the relationship he wants with us - intimate and deeply connected.

Our modern translations have taken the metaphor out of some of the passages that help us understand this.
The word in Scripture for sexual intimacy was to “know” someone. Don’t be fooled: “Knowing” doesn’t equal
“sex” but genuine intimacy that involves a physical connection. Our modern expressions for sex are far too
casual and selfish to mean what “knowing” another person means in the biblical expression.

God’s desire is for us to know him and be known by him. The Holy Spirit daringly says that God made us to
know him intimately. The Creator fashioned us with a need to experience his presence. In other words, “to
know God” is so much more than just “knowing facts about God” - after all, Jesus promised that he and the
Father and the Comforter would come to us, live in us, make His home with us, and reveal Himself to us (John 14:19-
23). Continued on back




CELEBRATING THIS WEEK CHILDREN’S HOMES NEEDS
BIRTHDAYS 7 Cleaning Supplies (non-aerosol) * Fur-
R ; < niture Polish * Grape Juice (bottled) *
February 9 1134311«}: I\Iynégle , i, g Small Freezer Bags * Spaghetti Sauce
February 10 - Alexis Smitﬁ, — A\ * Taco/Burrito Mixes
Ron Garner PICK-UP DATE APRIL 26
February 11 - Ronnie Moore
February 13 - %hass)v BuECh FOOD PANTRY NEEDS
im Woods * * ;
February 14 - Helen McGowan Cereal Cr‘ickgs *Capned Spaghetti
Jeff McGowan Sauce * Rice * Dried Beans
Monetary gifis also appreciated

Attendance for January 31: 100
Contribution for January 31: $3308

REMEMBER IN PRAYER
“..I was sick and you visited me...”  Matthew 25:36

Remember: Pauline Allen is in ICU in critical condition at Poplar Bluff with
COVID and pneumonia. She was placed on a ventilator Friday * Sonny Allen also
has COVID and pneumonia, but improving and is scheduled to be released from the
hospital tomorrow * Pam Claeys is still waiting on test results, and will have a
phone consultation with her doctor tomorrow * Janie Mouser (mother of Gloria
Moore’s daughter-in-law) has an infection in her small intestine and having allergic
reactions to the medications they are giving her * Jerel Jester was diagnosed with
AFib and will have an echocardiogram Tuesday * Pam Collier was recently hospi-
talized but is home now and doing better * Ronnie Goins (Donna McKuin’s brother)
has been diagnoised with thyroid cancer as well as other health issues * Jeanie Rob-
inson’s sister-in-law, Brenda Robinson, * Morris Karnes as he undergoes treat-
ments *

Continue praying for these members of our church family: Louella Akers *
Kiristi Altman * John David Barnett * David Burleson * Janie Burleson * Scott and
Judy Flannery * Sue Flowers * Patsy (Hardy) Gregg * Grant Howard * Don Jackson
* Ronnie Mays * Sonja Mays * Darlene McGowan * Helen McGowan * Jeff
McGowan * Kevin Mickey * Reba Owens * Ida Roberts * Gayle Rodgers *
Waynetta Rodgers * Elwood Rush * Jane Smith * Leon Smith * David Terrill * Bet-
tie Thurston * Joy Watson * Marty Watson * Sharlette Watson

Those dealing with cancer (non congregational) :

Gina Bogle * Roxanne Carson * Sherry Chambers * Randy Cravens * Bill Fitz-
patrick * Jo Carolyn Flowers * Kim Goins * Ronnie Goins * LeAnn Jacques *
Tommy Jacques * Pam Jeralds * Holly Johnson * Andy Kelley * Connie Lemmons *
Annette Lumsden * Ponna Mahan * Paula Mason * Betty Nicholson * Charles Pow-
ell * Tammy Telker * Bobby Thornton * Paula Walls

Other health issues (non-congregational):

DeeDee Burch * Mary Burke * Lem Hubbard * Dana Jo Jackson *Clyde Jacques *
Lola Johnson * Beckie King * Nikki Lawrence * Jerry Don McGowan * Paul
Maddox * Gene Rowland * Kevin Steed * Traci Suiter * Paige Tanner * Heather
Whitehead * Eva Latham

Our Shut Ins

Fern Botsch * Pam Claeys * Travis Cooper * Sue Flowers * Don Jackson * Shirley
Johnson * Elwood Rush * Bettie Thurston * Marty Watson * Joy Watson

Women of the Bible Word Scramble

1. ftreesh 6. amry
2. adboreh 7. aarsh
3. eebtlziah 8. haabra
4. thbeabsha 9. hurt
5. liadelh 10. vee

Continued from front:

That’s intimate knowing! This personal kind of
“knowing” should not be confused with religi-
osity, as Amos warned Israel so long ago: Seek
me and live; do not seek Bethel, do not go to
Gilgal, do not journey to Beersheba. For Gilgal
will surely go into exile, and Bethel will be re-
duced to nothing. Seek the LORD and live, or he
will sweep through the tribes of Joseph like a
fire; it will devour them, and Bethel will have no
one to quench it (Amos 5:4-6). Seek good, not
evil, that you may live. Then the LORD God Al-
mighty will be with you, just as you say he is.
Hate evil, love good; maintain justice in the
courts. Perhaps the LORD God Almighty will
have mercy on the remnant of Joseph (Amos
5:14-15).

Realize what God is trying to communicate to
us. The concept is mind-blowing. God wants us
to experience His presence in our lives. The
Creator of the universe wants to have a real
relationship with us. And at a soul level, we
know it's true - something deep inside us
yearns for this relationship. That’s why so
many of the psalms speak so powerfully to our
hearts. They are personal, honest, open, and
yearning. That's why some worship songs grab
our hearts: they acknowledge the truth about
our aching souls.

Rather than settling for tired, stale, and empty
religious talk, let’s call each other to truly know
God. But as my friend at the halfway house
reminded me, we have to choose to surrender
our preconceptions, biases, and traditions to
him, and let him draw us ever nearer and fill
our God-shaped hole inside of us!

For centuries, Matthew was the gospel most
cherished in the church. That has not been the
case over the last hundred years. We have lost
many treasures found in Matthew’s gospel.
The Holy Spirit blessed us with what I call the
“Immanuel sayings” in the gospel of Matthew.
These sayings point us to four ways we can
experience God as Immanuel. He is with us as
we encounter Jesus: *through the story of
Scripture with Jesus as our focus - having Jesus
come alive through his story - (Matthew 1:22-
23) * through radical forgiveness, accountabil-
ity, fellowship, and worship - genuine Christian
family (Matthew 18:20) * through loving ser-
vice to those in need - caring for others as Je-
sus did (Matthew 25:40) * through reaching
past barriers and helping others know and live
for Jesus - walking beside people until Christ is
formed in them (Matthew 28:18-20).

[ can’t think of a better place to begin our
search for knowing God than these four Im-
manuel sayings. I can’t think of a better way to
evaluate a church’s balance than by looking at
how they allow their people to experience Je-
sus’ presence in these four ways. [ can’t think
of a better way to evaluate my spiritual health
than to honestly assess how I'm participating
in each of these four opportunities to know
and experience Immanuel.

Let’s not settle for religion, going to church, or
fast-food spirituality. God longs to fill that hole
in our soul and become real to us as Immanuel.

Phil Ware, www.heartlight.com



