
TRUE LIGHT 
Thy word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.  ~ Psalm 119:105 

 

August 30, 2020 
 

SCHEDULE OF  
SERVICES 

 
SUNDAY 

Worship:                     
9 a.m. (masked) 

10:30 a.m. (masks optional) 
 

 

WEDNESDAY 
Bible Study…..7:00PM 

 
 

MINISTER  
Stan Dauck 

573-293-5620 
 
 

ELDERS 
David Burleson 
573-820-0329 
David Carson 
573-276-5567 
Stan Dauck 

573-293-5594 
 
 

DEACONS 
Wayne Reams 

Joe Watson 
Rodney Williams 

Tim Woods 
 
 

OFFICE: 573-293-5620 
Bernie Church of Christ 

P.O. Box 366 
Bernie, MO  63822 

 
  EMAIL:  

berniechurchofchrist 
@gmail.com 

 
  WEBSITE: 
www.berniechurchofchrist.com 
 
FIND US ON FACEBOOK: 
Bernie church of Christ 
 

“This is the day the Lord 
has made. Let us rejoice 

and be glad in it.” 
 

 Psalms 118:24 

 

 
 
 

We Welcome You 
To All Of Our 

Services 

BEYOND TRITE SLOGANS TO REAL HELP 
 
We live in a broken world, crying out for deliverance! 
 
Those of us in the community of believers pull out several sayings when folks face hardships and 
troubles. The truth behind these sayings can be powerful and comforting. Yet we frequently use 
them when we don't know what to say to folks facing hardship, loss, deep disappointment, and 
grief. We don’t intend for them to be throwaway slogans, but they can come across that way if we 
use them indiscriminately or inappropriately. Let’s look at three of them. 
 
I’ll be prayin’ for you! Few things are as essential as our intercessory prayer for others who are 
hurting. However, this statement can feel like a throwaway slogan when the wounded friend does-
n’t know for sure that we are genuinely praying for them, and certainly when that friend doesn’t 
know what we are praying for them. To keep our promise from merely being a throwaway slogan, 
we can do several things to bless them that are personal and encouraging. 
 
• Physically place our hand on our friend and pray for them at that moment 

if they are comfortable with that. 
•  We can specifically mention in a note, text, or phone call what precisely 

we are praying for them, especially letting them know that we are praying 
for the Holy Spirit to bring comfort, strength, and God’s tangible presence 
to them during their time of sorrow, pain, or grief. 

• We can also let them know that we will pray for them at a specific time 
each day or on a particular day of the week and ask them exactly what they 
would like us to pray. 

 
Paul’s example of praying for people in his letters in the New Testament touch me deeply. He prays 
for many of them by name. He lets them know what he is praying for them. When we follow his 
example, our slogan becomes more than a vague promise. We transform it into a partnership of 
grace - a commitment to support them regularly in their struggle to regain their hope and balance 
in life as we invite our Father in heaven to intervene. 
 
This is just part of a bigger plan God has for you. This statement also has a close cousin: Every-
thing happens for a reason. Both of those statements may be true, but not necessarily every time 
(or even most of the time) a disaster strikes. Jesus will eliminate the devil’s power to interfere in 
our lives when he returns (1 Corinthians 15:22-26). Until then, Satan, our adversary, will continue 
to try to lie, steal, kill and destroy the lives and faith of all people, including those who love God 
(John 8:44, 10:10). 
 
If we read Mark 4:35-5:43, the Holy Spirit reminds us that our primordial human fears of the deep 
(the sea and sea monsters), demonic (evil spiritual powers), disease (whether bacterial, viral, or 
genetic), and death are real. These terrors are very much a part of our broken, decaying planet 
(Romans 8: 18-25). While Jesus exercised power over them in his ministry, these malevolent 
forces still exist, and God’s people are sometimes harshly and even mortally impacted by their vile 
strength. None of us makes it out of life alive, unless Jesus returns while we are still living (1 Thes-
salonians 4:13-18). These forces will most certainly touch many we know, including our loved 
ones and us. 
 
While there may be a purpose to everything - and that is a questionable assumption - that purpose 
may not be God’s purpose, but Satan’s.  So, maybe a better thing to say and do than this second 
statement is this, “I will walk beside you and pray with you until we discover how God is going to 
redeem this mess the evil one has thrown your way.” Then, let’s honor our promise and do just 
that. Our conviction that God will not abandon his own in their trials brings our third statement. 
 
Well you know, God works everything out for our good.    Our third statement refers to an in-
credibly powerful promise made by the apostle Paul (Romans 8:28-29). On the other hand, these 
words can also feel like a command to hurry up and be happy, given by someone whose life is good 
while the wounded person feels his or her life is in ruins. When placed in the rich vein of God’s 
grace and of the promise of God’s never-failing presence in our lives through the Holy Spirit 
(Romans 8:31-39), this promise can be powerful, transformational, and hopeful: 
                                         
We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the pre-
sent time. Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit               Continued on back 



 

Attendance for August 23: 116 
Contribution for August 23: $3504 

 
REMEMBER IN PRAYER  

 
“...I  was sick and you visited me…”   Matthew 25:36 

 
Remember:  Pam Claeys is in Dexter Hospital with congestive heart failure and 
other issues * Sharlette Watson had a procedure Friday and everything went well. 
She should get the results sometime this week * Judy Duley fell last week and has 
some bumps and bruises * Baby Jett (Alyson Mickey’s infant son) at home now 
and improving. He will see his pediatrician this week for a follow up *  Sonja Mays 
continues to struggle with health issues * Matt Jones family (Linda Jones son) re-
covering from COVID and are doing better *  Helen McGowan should be able to 
start home dialysis soon *  
 
Continue praying for these members of our church family:  Louella Akers * 
John David Barnett * David Burleson * Pam Claeys * Isaiah Collier * Billie Cooper 
* Scott and Judy Flannery * Sue Flowers * Grant Howard * Jackson Howard * 
Morris Karnes * Sonja Mays * Darlene McGowan * Helen McGowan * Jeff 
McGowan * Kevin Mickey * Reba Owens * Ida Roberts * Gayle Rodgers * 
Waynetta Rodgers * Elwood Rush * Jane Smith * Leon Smith * Kevin Steed * 
David Terrill * Bettie Thurston * Joy Watson * Marty Watson *  Sharlette Watson 
 
Those dealing with cancer (non congregational) :   
 
Kristi Altman * Roxanne Carson * Sherry Chambers  * Bill Fitzpatrick * Kim 
Goins * LeAnn Jacques * Tommy Jacques * Pam Jeralds * Andy Kelley * Connie 
Lemmons * Annette Lumsden * Phil McKuin * Ponna Mahan * Paula Mason * 
Betty Nicholson * * Deanna Rogers * Tammy Telker * Bobby Thornton * Paula 
Walls 
 
Other health issues (non-congregational): 
 
DeeDee Burch * Mary Burke * Bob Garner * Dana Jo Jackson *Clyde Jacques * 
Lola Johnson * Beckie King * Nikki Lawrence * Alvin Miller * Tom Provance * 
Gene Rowland * Traci Suiter * Paige Tanner *  
 
Our Shut Ins 
 
Lois McKuin * Marty Watson * Joy Watson * Elwood Rush * Sue Flowers * Travis 
Cooper * Shirley Johnson * Fern Botsch 

 

 CHILDREN’S HOMES NEEDS   
Olives * BBQ Sauce * Bleach *  

Country Gravy Mix * Tortilla Chips * 
Brown Gravy Mix 

PICK UP DATE OCTOBER 12 

Happy anniversary:Happy anniversary:Happy anniversary:Happy anniversary:    

 
Aug 31 - Wayne & Marietta Reams 
Sept.  1 - Ron & Julie Garner 

CELEBRATING THIS WEEKCELEBRATING THIS WEEKCELEBRATING THIS WEEKCELEBRATING THIS WEEK    
    

BIRTHDAYSBIRTHDAYSBIRTHDAYSBIRTHDAYS 
 
August 30 -    Larry Summers 
September 3 - Jeanie Robinson 
                   Jane Smith 
September 4 - Sonny Ingle 
September 6 - Sonny Allen 
                       Katie Paige Williams 
                       Micah Woods 
 

Continued from front: 
 
groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adop-
tion to sonship, the redemption of our bodies. For 
in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen 
is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they al-
ready have? But if we hope for what we do not 
have , we wait for it patiently. 
 
In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weak-
ness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, 
but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through 
wordless groans. And he who searches our hearts 
knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 
intercedes for God’s people in accordance with 
the will of God. 
 
And we know that in all things God works for the 
good of those who love him, who have been called 
according to his purpose. For those God foreknew 
he also predestined to be conformed to the image 
of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among 
many brothers and sisters. And those he predes-
tined, he also called; those he called, he also justi-
fied; those he justified, he also glorified. (Romans 
8:22-30). 
 
Notice several powerful truths found in these 
few verses. 
 
*We live in a broken existence in a broken 
world that groans with pain awaiting its re-
demption. This broken existence will not 
change until the day of Jesus’ return when he 
ushers us into a new reality where the fractures 
of our fallen world are caught up in the glory of 
our revelation as God’s perfected sons and 
daughters. God has saved us, but we have only 
received the first tastes of our glorious future, 
and so we wait in hope for its full dawning. 
 
*As God’s sons and daughters, we’ve been given 
the Holy Spirit to live within us. In our time of 
waiting for Jesus’ day of glory to dawn, the Holy 
Spirit blesses us in many ways. When we voice 
our deepest longings to God - some of which are 
too deep and mournful to put into words - the 
Holy Spirit takes what is in the deepest recesses 
of our hearts and presents these longings, feel-
ings, concerns, wounds, and sighs to God. We 
don’t have to worry about our words being ap-
propriate or reflecting all of our longings, we 
only need to point our hearts to God in prayer, 
and the Holy Spirit brings these longings to God 
aligned to our Father’s will. Wow! What power-
ful reassurance! 
 
*In the context of our broken world, our broken 
hearts, and the Holy Spirit’s work through our 
prayers, God is at work in our lives. The Spirit 
takes our brokenness along with our honest 
prayers to the Father, who promises to work in 
this brokenness to bring our eternal good. Our 
call before the Lord is to love him and to live for 
his purpose. As we do this, the Spirit transforms 
us to be like Jesus. In the darkest times in Jesus’ 
life, God worked eternal glory, ultimate vindica-
tion, and brought us to himself as his redeemed 
children. In much the same way, God promises 
to work in our lives to bring us to himself so we 
can share his in his glory. 
 
As wonderful and glorious as life can be, our 
lives on earth are still part of a broken world 
subjected to decay and death. Bad stuff happens 
in our world for many reasons - we are part of a 
broken planet with natural disasters and dis-
eases used by the evil one to hurt, destroy and 
kill. God, however, promises to be present and 
that nothing will separate us from his love for 
us given to us in Jesus (Romans 8: 31-39). So 
let’s believe the promise that God will work 
things out in the lives of others, but not be 
overly quick to say that to them. Instead, let’s 
demonstrate God’s love, grace, and tenderness 
by loving them through their struggle as God is 
at work in it and in them.  
                                      Phil Ware, www.heartlight.com 

LADIES DAYLADIES DAYLADIES DAYLADIES DAY    
There will be a 2020 Bootheel Ladies Day There will be a 2020 Bootheel Ladies Day There will be a 2020 Bootheel Ladies Day There will be a 2020 Bootheel Ladies Day 
Saturday, September 26, from 9Saturday, September 26, from 9Saturday, September 26, from 9Saturday, September 26, from 9----noon noon noon noon 
at the Cape Girardeau West End church at the Cape Girardeau West End church at the Cape Girardeau West End church at the Cape Girardeau West End church 
of Christ. The Theme will be “Do Not Be of Christ. The Theme will be “Do Not Be of Christ. The Theme will be “Do Not Be of Christ. The Theme will be “Do Not Be 
Afraid”. This ladies day can also be Afraid”. This ladies day can also be Afraid”. This ladies day can also be Afraid”. This ladies day can also be 
viewed online. If you would like to at-viewed online. If you would like to at-viewed online. If you would like to at-viewed online. If you would like to at-
tend, pretend, pretend, pretend, pre----registration is required. There registration is required. There registration is required. There registration is required. There 
is no cost to attend. More information is is no cost to attend. More information is is no cost to attend. More information is is no cost to attend. More information is 
posted on the bulletin board by the nurs-posted on the bulletin board by the nurs-posted on the bulletin board by the nurs-posted on the bulletin board by the nurs-
ery.ery.ery.ery.    


