
TRUE LIGHT 
Thy word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.  ~ Psalm 119:105 
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P.O. Box 366 
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  EMAIL:  

berniechurchofchrist 
@gmail.com 

 
  WEBSITE: 
www.berniechurchofchrist.com 
 
FIND US ON FACEBOOK: 
Bernie church of Christ 
 

“This is the day the Lord 
has made. Let us rejoice 

and be glad in it.” 
 

 Psalms 118:24 

 

 
 
 

We Welcome You 
To All Of Our 

Services 

WHERE’S THE POWER? 
 
You’ve probably done it, too. I’ve had it happen several times. I always feel a bit foolish when it happens. So, 

what is the “it”? 
 
When changing rooms while running the vacuum cleaner, I quickly changed wall sockets, walked over to the 

vacuum, turned on the switch, and NOTHING. The vacuum cleaner refused to run. So, I went through all sorts 

of gyrations to try to discover what was wrong. I flipped the on/off switch several times rapidly. I used good 

ol’ Texas engineering and banged on the obstinate machine several times. I checked the agitator to make 

sure it was not clogged or hung on some piece of twine. Then, I punched all the adjustment buttons and 

flipped the on/off switch several more times for good measure. 
 
About this time my wife, Donna, entered the room, noticed that the plug was loose in the wall socket, 

plugged it in more securely, and the infernal machine roared back to life, scaring me half to death while my 

fingers worked the agitator. Somehow, the plug in had come loose in the socket. No connection, no power, 

and no running vacuum! Duh!! 
 
What seems so apparent now was forgotten in the middle of my frustration: I needed to check to make sure 

the plug was securely in the outlet. 
 
As followers of Jesus, we often suffer from a similar “no power” or “low power” frustration. We struggle with 

the apparent lack of the Holy Spirit’s power in the life of Jesus’ church and us, his disciples.  

While some of those efforts can be effective, we often forget the most crucial part of the spiritual process: the 

Holy Spirit! We forget to seek the Holy Spirit’s power to be released into the life of God’s people to accom-

plish his work in our world. 
 
Jesus’ last words before ascending to the Father focused on the necessary release of God’s power if the disci-

ples’ efforts were going to accomplish their mission: And now I will send the Holy Spirit, just as my Father 

promised. But stay here in the city until the Holy Spirit comes and fills you with power from heaven (Luke 

24:49). 
 
While waiting on the Lord is important, some churches have been waiting to do something for many years 

and end up doing nothing. We must notice that Jesus’ command to wait - stay in the city - is a limited duration 

command. We know from other references that Jesus’ followers devoted themselves to waiting in prayer 

with the expectation that the Lord would send the Spirit to empower them in a few days (Acts 1:1-14). 
 
They followed Jesus’ command, and the Lord was faithful to do what he promised (Acts 2:1-4)! Then, the 

Lord intervened with power again as they sought His help and power when facing a time of trial (Acts 4:1-

31). The book of Acts is a repetition of this process again and again: challenge/threat/problem leads to 

prayer, which Jesus answers with power from the Spirit. 
 
The apostle Paul used this same approach with the church in Ephesus. Few people in Paul’s time were as 

fascinated by spiritual power as the people of Ephesus (Acts 19: 1-20). Paul wrote to help them face the chal-

lenges of their culture and to open their eyes to the source of real power: 
 
*He prayed that the Lord would give them the Spirit of knowledge to know Him better 
(Ephesians 1:15-17) * He also prayed that the Ephesians would experience the power that 
raised Jesus from the dead in their lives (Ephesians 1: 18-22) * He later prayed that God 
would strengthen them by the power of the Spirit in their inner being (Ephesians 3:16) * 
Paul talked about worship and submitting to one another in terms of being filled with the 
Spirit (Ephesians 5: 15-21) * He later challenged them to let the Spirit use God’s word in 
their lives and encouraged them to  pray in the Spirit (Ephesians 6:17-19).   Continued on back 

We craft mission statements. We focus on excellent church communication. We rally the troops 

for our good causes. We print up banners with all sorts of cute and cool slogans. We do everything 

in our power to pull off a new project, launch a new mission effort, or awaken our sagging morale. 

We do it all, trying to establish some fresh church momentum. 



 

Attendance for July 26: 109 
Contribution for July 26: $4547 

 
REMEMBER IN PRAYER  

 
“...I  was sick and you visited me…”   Matthew 25:36 

 
Remember: Isaiah Collier recently suffered a fall and broke both bones in his arm 
* Sonja Mays has been moved to Winchester Place *  Sonny Ingle had an appoint-
ment Thursday to schedule a surgery date for removal of a cancerous polyp * Shar-
lette Watson as she continues her treatments * Leon Smith is much improved fol-
lowing knee replacement surgery * Jerry McCoy hasn’t been feeling well but is 
doing better *  Cindy Miller (Judy Miller’s sister in law) had knee replacement sur-
gery July 29 * Helen McGowan as she continues with dialysis treatment 
 
Continue praying for these members of our church family:  Louella Akers * 
John David Barnett * David Burleson * Pam Claeys * Billie Cooper * Scott and 
Judy Flannery * Sue Flowers * Grant Howard * Jackson Howard * Morris Karnes 
Sonja Mays * Darlene McGowan * Helen McGowan * Jeff McGowan * Kevin 
Mickey * Reba Owens * Ida Roberts * Gayle Rodgers * Waynetta Rodgers * El-
wood Rush * Jane Smith * Kevin Steed * David Terrill * Bettie Thurston * Joy 
Watson * Marty Watson *  Sharlette Watson 
 
Those dealing with cancer (non congregational) :   
 
Kristi Altman * Roxanne Carson * Sherry Chambers  * Bill Fitzpatrick * Kim 
Goins * LeAnn Jacques * Tommy Jacques * Pam Jeralds * Andy Kelley * Connie 
Lemmons * Annette Lumsden * Phil McKuin * Ponna Mahan * Paula Mason * 
Betty Nicholson * * Deanna Rogers * Tammy Telker * Bobby Thornton * Paula 
Walls 
 
Other health issues (non-congregational): 
 
Megan Brenna * DeeDee Burch * Mary Burke  *Clyde Jacques * Lola Johnson * 
Beckie King * Nikki Lawrence * Alvin Miller * Tom Provance * Gene Rowland * 
Traci Suiter * Paige Tanner *  
 
Our Shut Ins 
 
Lois McKuin * Marty Watson * Joy Watson * Elwood Rush * Sue Flowers * Travis 
Cooper * Shirley Johnson * Fern Botsch 

 CHILDREN’S HOMES NEEDS   
Olives * BBQ Sauce * Bleach *  

Country Gravy Mix * Tortilla Chips * 
Brown Gravy Mix 

 

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS 
Cereal * canned pasta sauce * canned 
fruits and vegetables * canned protein 

(monetary contributions are  
always appreciated) 

CELEBRATING THIS WEEKCELEBRATING THIS WEEKCELEBRATING THIS WEEKCELEBRATING THIS WEEK    
    

BIRTHDAYSBIRTHDAYSBIRTHDAYSBIRTHDAYS 
August 2 - Matt Mayberry 
August 6 - Isaiah Collier 
August 9 - Anna Williams 
 
Anniversaries 

August 4 - Ronnie and Sonja Mays 
August 5 - Jon and Leslie Neely 
August 7 - Ted and Brenda Mason 
August 8 - Sam and Nicole Garner 

 
Continued from front: 

Paul was not giving us a cookbook formula 

for being filled with the Spirit, but he was 

demonstrating the importance of seeking 

God in prayer. He was showing us that 

prayer, worship, submission, and the word 

of God are crucial in releasing the Spirit’s 

power in our lives. 
 
I don’t know about you, but this quick over-

view of the work of the Spirit in the early 

church is both encouraging and convicting. 

Too often, I fear, we leave out prayer, sing-

ing, rejoicing, and the power of the Holy 

Spirit from our plans. God longs to bless us 

with his  power if we seek his help in 

prayer. 
 
So, let’s make a point to spend more time 

seeking God and asking for the release of  

His Spirit into our lives and the lives of oth-

ers. 
 
The following questions are for  your re-

flection, and for sharing in a small group of 

friends: 
 
Why do you think it is so hard for us to 

“wait” on the Lord in prayer, worship, and 

seeking His guidance? 
 
What is the difference in praying and pray-

ing with the expectation that God is going 

to do something only He can do? 
 
Paul uses the phrase “I eagerly expect and 

hope” to talk about God’s work in life and 

death to bring Him glory and bring Paul 

deliverance (Philippians 1: 19-25). 
 
What difference does it make to approach 

God’s promises with expectation and hope? 
 
Paul expects God to act with power through 

his prayers for the Ephesians (see the 

Scriptures mentioned above). Can we ex-

pect God to do the same for the people in 

our church? 
 
Of course, Paul challenges the Ephesians to 

expect God to work and to submit their 

lives to God. How can we do this in our 

spiritual family? 

 

Read through the story of Jesus feeding the 

5,000 again, and share some principles 

from this story that fit the theme of prayer 

and the release of God’s power (Luke 9:10-

17).                Phil Ware, www.heartlight.com 
 

 

Our Summer Series Speaker for next Our Summer Series Speaker for next Our Summer Series Speaker for next Our Summer Series Speaker for next 
week will be Adam Noles.week will be Adam Noles.week will be Adam Noles.week will be Adam Noles.    

Stick Your Neck Out 
 

He was told that if he hadn’t written a book by the age of 35, chances were that he never 
would - and he was almost 40! He was warned that short stories weren’t popular or con-
sidered for top prizes - yet his won the Pulitzer Prize! Hollywood told him his book held 
no dramatic possibilities and Broadway said it would never make a good musical. 
 
Would you have given up? Would you have washed the whole idea right out of your 
hair? Or would you have hung in there and written Tales of the South Pacific as James 
Michener did? 
 
It’s easy to be negative. It’s easy to criticize and say “Here’s what might go wrong.” But 
positive people and dreamers accomplish “miracles.” They perservere. They overcome 
the challenges (what some call “problems”). 
 
I once read of a college president who had a plaque on his desk that read: Behold the 
turtle. He never makes any progress unless he sticks his neck out. 
 
The next time you feel challenged, say “yes.” The next time God gives you a dream, go 
for it! “Stick your neck out” for Jesus and the Kingdom of God! The next time may be 
your last opportunity to glorify God - not because you have lots of courage, but because 
you can still trust Him.                                            - edited from an article by Dan Skaggs 


